
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.50131 Board of directors as governing body of district; officers; election and
appointment of directors; terms; eligibility to vote; vacancy; annual meeting; fiscal year;
quorum; concurrence of majority for determination; expenses; delegation of powers and
duties; recall petition; notice; recall election; cessation of term; furnishing commission
with documents and other information; surety bonds; records; audit; representatives of
local legislative body.
Sec. 50131. (1) The governing body of a district shall be the board of directors which shall consist of 5

persons. The board may elect a chairperson and other officers which it considers necessary or convenient for
implementing this part. The term of office of a director shall be 3 years except for the first board. The board
of directors of the western Upper Peninsula forest improvement district shall be determined pursuant to
subpart 2.

(2) The first board shall consist of 3 directors elected as provided in section 50132 and the 2 directors
appointed by the department. The directors shall take office on the date specified by the secretary of state as
the beginning of a district's existence or as soon as appointed, whichever is later. The term of office of the
director first appointed shall be 1 year, the second director shall be appointed for 2 years, and the directors
first elected at the time of the referendum shall serve as follows: the director receiving the highest number of
votes shall serve for 3 years, the director receiving the next highest number of votes shall serve for 2 years,
and the director receiving the next highest number of votes shall serve for 1 year. Thereafter, as the terms of
the directors of the first board expire, the department shall appoint a director to the board if the state land
encompassed by the district's gross territorial boundary is greater than 5% of the forest land which comprises
the district and a timber volume agreement has been made. The other positions on the board shall be filled by
elections at the annual meeting of the members of a district. If the state land encompassed by a district's gross
territorial boundary is 5% or less of the forest land which comprises the district, all of the positions on the
board shall be filled by those elections.

(3) All members who own forest land within a district, except for state lands, shall be eligible to vote for 1
or more candidates for the board, according to the amount of forest land owned within the district pursuant to
the following schedule:

(a) An owner of less than 100 acres may cast 3 votes.
(b) An owner of at least 100 acres but less than 500 acres may cast 4 votes.
(c) An owner of at least 500 acres but less than 1,000 acres may cast 5 votes.
(d) An owner of at least 1,000 acres but less than 5,000 acres may cast 6 votes.
(e) An owner of at least 5,000 acres but less than 10,000 acres may cast 7 votes.
(f) An owner of at least 10,000 acres but less than 20,000 acres may cast 8 votes.
(g) An owner of at least 20,000 acres but less than 50,000 acres may cast 9 votes.
(h) An owner of 50,000 acres or more may cast 10 votes.
(4) A vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the board and a director appointed shall serve until the

next annual meeting when a director shall be elected to finish the unexpired term. The annual meeting shall be
held within 30 days after the close of the fiscal year of a district. The fiscal year of a district shall be the same
as the fiscal year of this state.

(5) A majority of the directors constitutes a quorum, and the concurrence of a majority of the directors in
any matter within their power shall be required for the board's determination. A quorum shall consist of 3
members of the board at least 2 of whom shall be elected members. A director shall not receive compensation
for services rendered, but is entitled to expenses, including traveling expenses, necessarily incurred in the
discharge of duties performed as a director. The directors may delegate to their chairperson, to 1 or more
directors, or to 1 or more agents or employees, power and duties as they consider proper.

(6) A petition may be filed with the department for an election to recall 1 or more directors if the petition is
signed by members within a district whose forest land comprises 20% or more of the forest land within the
district. Within 30 days after a petition has been filed, the board shall give notice in the manner provided by
the Michigan election law, Act No. 116 of the Public Acts of 1954, being sections 168.1 to 168.992 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, of the holding of a recall election. The recall election shall be held within 45 days
after the filing of a petition. All members who own forest land within the boundaries of a district, except for
state land, are eligible to vote in the recall election pursuant to the schedule in subsection (3). A 2/3 majority
of the votes cast is required to recall a director. The term of a director who is recalled shall cease on the date
the results of the election are published by the department.
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(7) A board shall furnish the department with copies of ordinances, rules, regulations, orders, contracts,
forms, and other documents it adopts or employs, and with other information concerning its activities as the
department requires in the performance of its duties under this part.

(8) A board shall require the execution of surety bonds for each employee or officer who is entrusted with
funds or property; shall provide for the keeping of a full and accurate record of each proceeding and each
resolution, regulation, or order issued or adopted; and shall provide for an annual audit of the accounts of
receipts and disbursements.

(9) The board shall invite the legislative body of each local unit of government or county located within,
partially within, or near the territory comprising a district to designate a representative to advise and consult
with the board on all questions which may affect the property or other interests of that local unit of
government or county.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451

Popular name: NREPA
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